
Map of Europe in 1600.

Holy Roman Empire  
           962-1806 

Roman Empire fell in the 

5th century.  On 

12/25/800, growing out 

of the Frankish Empire, 

Charlemagne was 

crowned Holy Roman 

Emperor.  Since then the 

HRE presided in what is 
now Germany. 

Republic of Venice 
697-1797 

Wealthy state dominating 

the Adriatic Region 

extending to the Greek 

Islands.  Along with the 

Hapsburg Empire, 

influenced Croatia, 

differentiating Croatia 

from Serbia, which was 

part of the Ottoman 
Empire.  

  

Prussia 
1525-1947 

Prussia - empire started in 

Poland / Eastern 

Germany and extended 

itself to take up the Lesser 

German states.  Prussia is 

an unique entity within 

the German theatre, 

associated with being 

professional & aggressive 

e.g. Bismarck. 
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Eastern States 

Ottoman Empire 

The  most powerful Eastern empire that at one point extended 
down the Middle East to encompass much of Northern Africa 
at its height.  Its reign was from 1299-1923, it is defined by its  
Eurasia nature.  Of note, the Byzantine Empire diminished in 
1453. 

Poland-Lithuania 

A dominant alliance of the two states that lasted from 1569-
1795.  Capital was Krakow and then Warsaw.  It was later 

partitioned by the Russians, Prussians, and Hapsburgs.  

Hapsburg (later called Austro-Hungarian Empire) 

Perhaps the most under rated empire, which had profound 

impression on Western civilization especially in culture, music, 
and art.  At one point, it had overtaken Spain, proclaimed the 
seat of Holy Roman Emperor,  its reign was from the 1200s to 

1918.  
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         WWI 

 

In late 1800s, the Balkans was under duress as 

the Russians and Austrians wanted access to 

the Balkans’ fertile land and sea access. With a 

new sense of Nationalism, Germany had 

become a conservative, tough, and militant 

country.   Beyond that, various interlocking 

alliances and posturing by the major powers 

France, England, Germany, and Russia 

eventually resulted in 1st, a England/France 

alliance (both sides amazingly negating 

previous grievances), 2nd an unsuccessful 

political maneuver by Germany in the First 

Moroccan Crisis which, 3rd led to the 

continental division between German/Austro-

Hungarian/Italy vs. England 

(Canada)/France/Russia/US. 

 

   The Balkans became the tipping point again 

as the swift lead up to WWI caught 

momentum.  After driving out the Ottomans in 

1912, the Serbs with the support of Russia went 

to war with Austria due to Austria’s imposition 

on Bosnia.  However, Germany flexed its 

muscles, and Russia humiliatingly backed 

down.  Further tensions erupted when Serbia 

tried to obtain port access in Albania, but again 

blocked by Austria.  Russia, after repeated 

Balkan tensions, fresh from the last retreat, are 

becoming more infuriated by the 

German/Austria alliance.  A conflict between 

Serbia/Russia and Austria was inevitable.   

 

Austria – supported by Germany, feared a 

larger Slavic State; 

Serbia – supported by Russia, wanted to 

expand to a larger Slavic state.  Russia had an 

alliance with France and England due to recent 

events.  

 

Recalling that Austria had essentially annexed 

Bosnia through a previous treaty presided by 

the Germans (i.e. Congress of Berlin was a 

result of Balkan states disintegrating after 

driving out the Ottomans).    

 

On June 28, 1914, F. Ferdinand, Prince of 

Austria, was assassinated by Serbian rebel in 

Sarajevo.   

 

The rest is a broken, terrifying history.  
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